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Resources, & 

Assessments 

   Students will: • Listen and respond to stories, poems and nonfiction. 

• Relate information and events in a reading selection to life experiences and life 

experiences to the text. 

• Ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text. 

• Participate in group discussions. 

3 RL 1 Ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of 

a text, referring explicitly to the 

text as the basis for the 

answers. (Q1-Q4) 

Students will recall facts such as how, who, what, where, or when.  

Students may highlight, underline, or point to the answer found in the text. 

Students will develop questions that can be answered explicitly from the text. This could be 

working with a team or partner to write questions to exchange and find the answer.  

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Literary 

Grade 3 Unit 3 Introduce The Sign Painter , written and illustrated by Allen Say. In this book 

about a man and a boy who paint billboards, the illustrations play an important role in 

telling the story. While you read it aloud, challenge the students to question and think, and 

ask them to jot down questions. Read at a leisurely pace so that students have the 

opportunity to ask questions about specific illustrations, words, or pages of the book where 

they might lose focus or struggle with understanding the story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials,  

Resources, &  

Assessments   

3 RL 3 Describe characters in a story 

(e.g., their traits, motivations, 

or feelings) and explain how 

their actions contribute to the 

sequence of events. (Q1-Q4) 

Teachers will model how to complete graphic organizers to show the relationships between 

events and characters of a well known story. Teachers will provide examples of descriptions 

of how characters respond to events to serve as a guide to students. Teachers should use a 

character chart with titles such as characters, traits, motivation, feeling and contributions. 

When choosing any grade level appropriate book, students should be able to: Compare and 

contrast characters, analyze the message in the book, be able to identify the purpose as well 

as be able to determine what the author wants them to learn. 

 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials,  

Resources, &  

Assessments   

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RL 7 Explain how specific aspects of 

a text’s illustrations contribute 

to what is conveyed by the 

words in a story (e.g., create 

mood, emphasize aspects of a 

character or setting). (Q1-Q4) 

Authors use illustrations to support their writing, illustrations can create mood, evoke 

feelings, emphasize character traits, and depict setting.   Using the story Tops and Bottoms , 

Janet Stevens, the teacher will demonstrate the importance of text illustrations. Teacher 

asks students how vegetables grow (checking background knowledge). Teacher reads story 

without showing pictures. Students discuss how bear’s and rabbit’s crops look at the end of 

the first harvest. Teacher shows the illustration. Students compare their image to the 

illustrator’s depiction. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Art Appreciation 

Grade 3 Unit 1 

Paul Goble is a talented artist, who though not a Native American, has been fascinated by 

Native American life for many years and has dedicated much of his art to the culture. Read 

the following quote to the students: 

“[Goble’s] art is tremendous because he is able to recreate the traditional forms with great 

accuracy and detail. The designs he draws are completely authentic and his colors are the 

same ones that were used by the old-timers before the reservation days. He is able to 

recreate the spirit of the old stories with his illustrations and his words.” - Joe Medicine 

Crow, Crow Tribal Historian, and oldest living member of the Crow Tribe 

Discuss the following questions with the students: 

• What does this quote mean? 

• How do you think this quote by a Native American made Paul Goble feel when he heard it 

for the first time? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RL 9 Compare and contrast the 

themes, settings, and plots of 

stories written by the same 

author about the same or 

similar characters (e.g., in books 

from a series). (Q1-Q4) 

Before Reading/During Reading/After Reading Checklist   Students will identify story elements by 

using graphic organizers such as a double bubble or a three story map to compare and contrast 

story elements.  Students should be able to compare using same author and/or similar 

characters from grade level appropriate stories.  Students should be able to identify the 

following information: 

Characters:  Who are the characters? What are the character’s traits? 

Plot:   What are the events in the story? 

Setting:   Where does the story take place? 

Point of View:    Who tells the story? 

Style:   What sort of words and sentences are used? 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Literature 

Grade 3 Unit 1 

Introduce the unit by asking students if they have family stories they love to tell. Allow students 

to share favorite family stories for a few minutes. Introduce that day’s new chapter book: The 

Stories Julian Tells, Ann Cameron and Ann Strugnell . As students read the first chapter of the 

book, “The Pudding Like a Night on the Sea,” ask them to examine Julian as a character. You 

might post these leading questions and discuss their meaning by having your students ask you 

the questions as their new teacher: 

• How would you describe Julian? 

• What are his character traits? 

• Why does he do what he does? 

 
Read the chapter aloud to the students as they follow along. Continue reading the subsequent 

chapters in the days that follow, encouraging as much independent reading as possible. Continue 

to focus on character traits and motivation. As students finish this book, allow them to choose to 

move to other character stories in this series or to continue with Julian. This provides the 

opportunity to compare and contrast books and/or characters by the same author. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RL 10 By the end of the year, read  

and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and 

poetry, at the high end of the 

grades 2-3 text complexity band 

independently and proficiently. 

(Q1-Q4) 

The range of reading includes: biographies and autobiographies; books about history, social 

studies, science and the arts.  A wide range of reading builds background knowledge, 

vocabulary and concepts. Students read grade-level material with appropriate rate (speed), 

accuracy (precision) and prosody (expression). 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Literary 

Grade 3 Unit 6 

As students read the book My Father’s Dragon , by Ruth Stiles Gannett and Ruth Chrisman 

Gannet, continue the focus from unit 5 on how each chapter builds on the last to tell the 

story. As students finish each chapter, have them write down a short summary of what 

happened and illustrate it with a drawing. Have the students turn this into a mini-book of 

the larger book. As students write their summaries in this activity, you could teach a 

strategy for writing succinct summaries such as “Somebody-Wanted-But-So.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials,  

Resources, &  

Assessments   

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RI 1 Ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of 

a text, referring explicitly to the 

text as the basis for the 

answers. (Q1-Q4) 

Teachers connect this skill to Science or Social Studies lessons. 

Students recall facts such as how, who, where, or when of a given text. 

Students highlight, underline, or point to the answer found in the text. 

Students work in teams or partners to write and exchange questions. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Informational Reading/Note Taking 

Grade 3 Unit 3 

Reading biographies of artists and musicians provides an opportunity for students to focus 

on noting important information in the text. Tell students that while they are reading or 

listening to someone else read a biography, they should note the key events that occur in 

the subject’s life. Have students recall and generate a list of the key question words to 

consider such as “who, where, when, why, what, and how.” Divide students into small 

groups and assign each group a question stem. Have students create a chart with the 

questions down the left hand column of the chart. Then create a similar chart on the board 

or a notepad in the front of the room. Using the key question words to guide 

comprehension, read aloud a biography of a famous person such as the singer Marian 

Anderson. As students hear answers to their questions have them raise their hands. Write 

answers on a class chart and have the students write the information on their own charts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials,  

Resources, &  

Assessments   

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RI 4 Determine the meaning of 

general academic and domain- 

specific words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 3 topic 

or subject area. (Q1-Q4) 

Teachers incorporate academic and domain specific vocabulary words on a focus wall or 

word wall.  Teacher models (through thinking aloud) use context clues to determine a word 

or phrase: 

• Look at the illustration or graph. 

• Use background knowledge regarding the subject. 

• Look at the sentence before and after to help build meaning. 

• Use morphology, affixes, and Greek & Latin roots to help arrive at meaning. 

Students keep word journals or records for easy reference. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Language Activity/Acrostic Poem 

Grade 3 Unit 4 

Using the formatted Preamble text below, give students the following instructions: “Choose 

a key word (in bold) from the Preamble. Look up the meaning in the dictionary, practice 

using it in a sentence, and then create an acrostic poem showing what the word means. 

Include defining phrases, simple similes, or synonyms in the poems.” You may want to do 

one as a class example and then have the students work independently or put the students 

with partners to complete the task. 

 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 

Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general 

Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 

establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials,  

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RI 7 Use information gained from 

illustrations (e.g., maps, 

photographs) and the words in 

a text to demonstrate 

understanding of the text (e.g., 

where, when, why, and how 

key events occur). (Q1-Q4) 

Students use primary source materials (e.g., photos, artifact illustrations, maps) to locate 

information on a social studies topic studied (e.g., people and issues of the Civil War, 

individuals who worked for the rights and freedoms of others, Ancient Greece and Rome). 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Informational Text/Opinion Writing 

Grade 3 Unit 5 

Using a book such as What the World Eats , Faith D’Aluisio and Peter Menzel, discuss the 

differences in the way people eat around the world. Challenge the students to think 

critically about nutrition, their eating habits, and the way other cultures look at food. Use 

the following questions to guide the discussion: 

• What do you think the authors were trying to say in this text? 

• Can you support your opinion with evidence from the text? 

• How did the illustrations support the ideas in the print part of the text? 

• Do you think the authors fairly described the way people in the United States eat? 

Finally, assign an opinion writing piece: “Some people eat more healthy food than other 

people. In your opinion, do you think there should be laws passed to tell people what they 

can and cannot eat? Support your answer with strong reasons.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RI 9 Compare and contrast the most 

important points and key 

details presented in two texts 

on the same topic. (Q1-Q4) 

Teachers use Social Studies Standards (e.g., Strand 1 American History, Strand 2, World 

History) or Science to select appropriate topics. 

Students select various forms of text, brochures, web sites, newspapers, magazines, or 

books to compare. 

Students complete graphic organizers (T-chart, 2-column chart, Venn diagram) to illustrate 

their comparisons. 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Informational Text 

Grade 3 Unit 4 Choose two books about presidents for the students to compare and 

contrast, such as So You Want to Be a President? and Lives of the Presidents . Ask students 

the following questions: 

• In what ways are the two books similar? 

• How are they different? 

Did you feel that any of the humorous comments made about the presidents were 

inappropriate? (Note: Be sure they quote from the text to back up their opinion.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials,  

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RI 10 By the end of the year, read 

and comprehend informational 

texts, including history/social 

studies, science, and technical 

texts, at the high end of the 

grades 2–3 text complexity 

band independently and 

proficiently.  (Q1-Q4) 

The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; books about history, 

social studies, science and the arts; technical text, including directions, forms, and 

information displayed in graphs, charts, or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A 

wide range of reading will build background knowledge, vocabulary and concepts. 

Students read information with timelines, historical charts, documents, and maps, including 

those found in primary source materials. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Class Discussion/Informational Text 

Grade 3 Unit 3 

Introduce the book Boy, Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs! by Kathleen V. Kudlinski and 

S.D. Schindler by explaining that this book will teach them about how scientists can change 

their thinking after new evidence is collected. Tell students that in the discussion after 

reading, they should be prepared to share two different specific places in the book where 

this happened. Have them use a white board or Post-It to write down their thinking. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RF 3 Know and apply grade-level 

phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding 

words. 

(a) Identify and know the 

meaning of the most common 

prefixes and derivational 

suffixes.(Q1-Q4) 

(b) ecode words with 

common Latin suffixes.(Q1-Q2) 

(c) ecode multi-syllable 

words. (Q1-Q4) 

(d) Read grade-appropriate 

irregularly spelled words. (Q1- 

Q4) 

Students sort prefixes and suffixes with common base and root words. 

Students create words based on meaning (e.g., it was not opened = it was unopened, it was 

not zipped= it was unzipped, it was a beauty = it was beautiful, he was full of care= he was 

careful). 

Students identify and highlight selected phonics or word analysis skills in text. 

Students create different meaning of text by implementing different prefixes and suffixes. 

Students sort multi-syllabic words into syllable types. 

 
Example: Word Work/Latin Suffixes 

Grade 3 Unit 5 

Display this list of words with a common Latin suffix (e.g., -able, -ible, -ation, -fy, -ify, -ment, - 

ty, -ity): likeable, readable, drivable, laughable, and teachable. Ask students: 

• What does each word have in common with the rest? (Answer: the same Latin suffix 

–able) Then explain that this is an example of a Latin suffix. Have students use white boards 

to write the root word for each (i.e., like, read, drive, laugh, and teach). Then ask students: 

• What part of speech is “read”? (Answer: verb) Explain that when we add the suffix –able, 

it becomes a different part of speech (i.e., an adjective). Then use the new word in a 

sentence so that students see the part of speech change. For example, I was surprised to 

find this thick book was very readable.” Then explain that “readable” describes the book, 

which means it’s an adjective. Extend this lesson by continuing to collect words that end in 

–able or –ible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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3 RF 4ac Read with sufficient accuracy 

and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

(a) Read on-level text with 

purpose and understanding. 

(c) Use context to confirm or 

self-correct word recognition 

and understanding, rereading 

as necessary. (Q1-Q4) 

Fluency is a bridge to comprehension and is result of accurately decoding words 

automatically in order to not lose the meaning of the text. It is achieved through multiple 

opportunities to practice. Students read grade-level material with appropriate rate (speed), 

accuracy (precision) and prosody (expression). Teachers offer different types of text with 

appropriate rhythm, pacing, intonation, and expression relevant to the text for student 

reading. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Dramatic Reading/Fluency 

Grade 3 Unit 4 

Divide the class into eight groups to perform a cumulative choral reading of the Preamble to 

the Constitution. Have the first group read to the comma, the second group read to the next 

comma, etc. Continue adding voices/phrases until the whole class is reading the Preamble. 

Students will quickly and naturally memorize the Preamble and can perform it  

independently as an oral recitation. 

Source: commoncore.org 

 
Example: Poetry Performance 

Grade 3 Unit 1 

Give the students this prompt: “Choose a poem to memorize and read interpretively. Be 

sure to communicate the meaning of the poem in the way you recite or read it.” 

Demonstrate fluent reading to the children, being sure to show how meaningful phrasing 

and expression guide the dramatic interpretation of a poem. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, & 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f3rd%20Grade%2fReading&amp;Folder
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